
RESTORATION OF MONARCHY 

Key Facts : 

 

 Charles I was executed in 1649 

 The next period (1649 to 1660) was known as Protectorate and Interregnum. 

 Oliver Cromwell, the puritan military leader (not a king) ruled for 10 years only.  

 The Restoration of the Stuart monarchy in the kingdoms of England, Scotland and 

Ireland took place in 1660 when King Charles II returned from exile in Europe. 

 On 4 April 1660, Charles II issued the Declaration of Breda, in which he made several 

promises in relation to the reclamation of the crown of England 

 Literature produced in Restoration Period is also known as:  

 The Augustan Age, The Neoclassical Period,  The Enlightenment, The Age of Reason 

and the Age of Dryden   

 Clarenden Code  

 Two distinct political parties resulted, the Whigs and the Tories  

a. Whigs (people’s party)     b. Tories supported absolute royal authority 

 Restoration literature – The Age of the satirist John Dryden  

 Restoration Theatre (reopening of the theatres) – Restoration Comedy – women acted 

on stage. 

 Development of Science  

 Two Calamities – The Great Plague (1665)  and The Great Fire of London (1666)  

 

Restoration literature is the English literature written during the historical period commonly 

referred to as the English Restoration (1660–1689). Some literary historians divide this 

literary movement in three parts:  

 The Restoration Age (1660-1700) introducing the comedy of manner (a play about the 

manners and conventions of a highly sophisticated aristocratic society.) 

 The Augustan Age (1700-1750) introducing poetry of personal exploration, and serious 

development of the novel, melodrama, and satire. 

 The Age of Johnson (1750- 1798) or the Age of Sensibility was a transitional period 

between Neo-Classicism and Romanticism introducing contrary to Age of Reason (Neo-

Classicism) emotional quality. 

 

 



 
When Oliver Cromwell died in 1658, his ineffectual son Richard 

Cromwell succeeded him, and the demand for the restoration of royalty 

grew. 

 

I. English Civil War

Charles I Charles  II Oliver Cromwell

 



 

 



 

At the age of thirty, Charles II 

returned from France and restored 

the monarchy in 1660. 

A patron of the arts, Charles II 

was known as the “Merry Monarch.” 

After 18 years of the Puritan ban on 

theatre, Charles II reopened the 

theatres and influenced theatre style 

to reflect all he had seen in France. 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 
Restoration Theatre  

 



 

 

 



 
 

Charles II had no children. So, after his death in 1685, his brother James II came to 

Royal throne. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Monarchy – A review  

 

 

 

                                                                                             Elizabethan Age (Renaissance) 

        Globe theatre    

  
 Queen Elizabeth is not married      and no heir to the royal throne. After her death in 1603, her 

cousin’s son  (James VI of Scotland) became the king of England and Scotland. 

 

                                                                                            Jacobean Age  

 

 

 

After the death of James I, his      son Charles I who was a Catholic came to power 

 

 

        

                                                                                                   Caroline Age  

 

 

 

                                                           Period of Interregnum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                                                                                     Charles II had no children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen Elizabeth (1533- 1603) (Virgin Queen) –

Protestant Queen  

 Ruled England from 1559-1603 (45 years) 

Tudor Dynasty – Her period is known as Golden Age 

(The Elizabethan Age) 

 

King James I  (1556- 1625)  – Ruled England from (1603 – 

1625) (23 years) – Catholic  

Stuart Dynasty – The Authorized version of the Bible in 

1611 – Religious Tolerance 

King Charles I  (1600- 1649) (Stuart Dynasty) – Devout 

Catholic  - spent a lot of money  

 Ruled England from (1625 – 1649) (24 years) – long 

parliaments – conflict between the parliament & the King – 

Roundheads & Cavaliers –Puritanism  - Civil War  
Execution of the King in 1649 

 

Oliver Cromwell – Puritan (Protectorate Government/ 

Commonwealth) – Military leader ruled England from 1649 – 

1658) – Very strict – no theatres, no literature – only John 

Milton wrote poems/epics. 

Oliver Cromwell’s son Richard Cromwell ruled England for 

one year (1658-1659) 

Restoration of Monarchy – Charles II –   (1630 -1685) ruled 

England from 1660 -1685 – 25 years – Catholic – Religious 

Tolerance – Drama theatres reopened  - merry-making – abusive 

languages – women acted in dramas. 

James – II – (1633-1701) (brother of Charles II) –a devout Catholic 

–ruled England from 1685 to 1688  (4 years)  believed in absolute 

Monarchy - deposed in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. 



 

                               Queen Elizabeth   (Tudor) -  Protestant  

 

 

   James I  (Stuart)       - Catholic 

  

 

                                      Charles I (Stuart) - Catholic 

 

 

   Oliver Cromwell (Period of Interregnum) – Puritan  

 

 

   Charles II  (Stuart) – Restoration - Catholic 

 

 

     James II – (Stuart) – Catholic  

                                      (He had only two daughters) 

 

                              

                             William of Orange (son-in-law)+ Mary II (First Daughter ) 

                                       Protestant    (No children) 

 

 

   Queen Anne (Second Daughter -All her children died) 

                                              

                            Stuart Dynasty ends here  

 
 

   

 

 

  


